August 22, 2010

Mr. Dan Ruben

Executive Director

Equal Justice America
Building II - Suite 204
13540 East Boundary Road
Midlothian, VA 23112

Dear Mr. Ruben:

Thank you for the 2010 Summer Fellowship, which enabled me to have an outstanding
internship experience at the Detroit Center For Family Advocacy (CFA). The purpose of this
letter is to summarize the work I did at CFA this summer.

CFA provides legal services to low-income families of children who are at risk of entering
foster care or who are already in foster care and awaiting permanency. Under CFA's
prevention program, staff attorneys work with families who present legal problems, beyond
child welfare proceedings, which, if unaddressed, would constitute the primary reason for the
child’s removal from home. Under the permanency program, attorneys address legal issues
that create obstacles to permanency.

Because CFA is a multi-disciplinary practice, I had the opportunity to research a variety of
legal topics (and observe related hearings), including child custody, ex parte orders and
procedure, confidentiality of medical records, probate and juvenile guardianships, foster care
licensing and contested hearings in administrative court, temporary restraining orders, and
termination of parental rights proceedings. Assignments included drafting motions,
complaints, orders, an appellate reply brief, closing case summaries, and drafting routine
procedural documents such as notice of hearing, proof of service, appearance of attorney, etc.;
several major research assignments; a court appearance in a contested matter; screening and
recommending new clients; participating in client intake meetings and community outreach
events; and filing and serving documents in circuit, family and appellate courts. I enjoyed
developing familiarity with diverse practice areas, and this may enhance my ability to broaden







